The suggestion may appear extreme, but is not the need sufficiently urgent? Regard the average infant mortality already noticed. Three in 20 children die before the age of 12 months. This is the average. Double it, make it 3 in 10, and you are still under the figure for the worst quarters in our cities. And this is without reckoning the deaths over one year old, for which neglect during the first year is directly responsible. Compulsion in the direction indicated would only be carrying the aims of the promoters of legislation against child labour higher and the purposes behind free education deeper. To preserve the infant life to fill its destiny in the State is a national duty, and as important a work as education, the burden of which the State shoulders. Corpus sanum ssential and antecedent to mens sana.
